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FneTTERG - World Service, on its 25th October broadcast at 07:00

|
|

hre GMT, reported that thirty two trucks loaded' witp rel%@f
supplies were destroyed by the ZEritrean People's leerqtlon
Front. The circumstances causing and the context of the incident

was not, however, correctly stated.

It

is clear to the international community and not least to the
BBC that a 26 - year-old war of liberation 1is going on in
Eritrea, Thus the whole of Eritrea is a war zone. It is within
thig context that this reported incident should be seen. In a

state of war such incidents are bound to happen unless an orderly
truce is observed.

The EPLF in its, 29th October 1984, statement has expressed its

readiness to observe a ceasefire so that relief agencies can
distribute food safely provided that the Ethiopian government
agrees to do the sanme, This offer, which is still wvalid, has

never been heeded by the Ethiopian government. The international
community, while expressing their concern about the need to get
food to the population, have not exerted a suffiecient pressure
on the Ethiopian government to agree to this.

Under such clrcumstances,

while appreciating the concern of the
humanitarian

agencies over the impending famine in Eritrea and
Ethiopia, the point must be made that those who wish to
operate in Eritrea officially should approach and inform the
EPLF Dbeforehand. Indeed some agencies have been operating in
Eritrea with the consent of the EPLF by constantly informing it
of their operations and movements within Eritrea, Failing this,
the EPLF cannot be held responsible for any damnages that may be

caused,
However, the EPLF would like to reiterate its committment to the
peaceful resolution of the Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict which has

been a major factor of the state of affair in the region.
Yours sincerely,
ZEMEDE TECLE

EPLF Representative for the UK
and the Republic of Ireland



